
Installation Instructions for Cygwin: 
 

1. Download the Cygwin installation file (setup.exe) from www.cygwin.com.  You will need this 
file in the future to install/uninstall packages or updates, so remember where you saved it. 

 
2. Navigate to the file you saved and double-click to begin the installation process.  When 

prompted to run the software, click “Run.” 

 
 

3. Cygwin Setup: At the Cygwyn Net Release Setup Program screen, click “Next.” 
 

 
 

4. Chose Installation Type: choose to install from the internet and click “Next.” 



 
 

5. Choose Installation Directory – You can use the default C:\cygwin or choose another directory. 
Click “Next.” 

 

 
 

6. Select a local Package Directory – Select the directory where you want to store the installation 
files that are downloaded.  (I chose the same directory where I saved setup.exe.) Click “Next.” 

 

 
 



 
 
7. Select Connection Type – chose your method of connecting to the internet. Click “Next.” 

 
 

 
8. Choose Download Site – you can find what site is closest to you at: 

www.cygwin.com/mirrors.html   (I used ftp://mirror.mcs.anl.gov) Click “Next.” 
 

9. Select Packages – Select the packages that you want to install.  I found that installing just the 
default packages did not meet my needs (the text editor pico, more, ssh & other unix functions,  
and C and Fortran compilers were not included in the default packages).  I installed everything, 
which was about 2.5 GB worth of information.  

 
If you choose to install the packages you want, rather than installing everything, you must install 
the Fortran complier: “gcc –g77: Fortran Compiler” which can be found in the “Devel” 
directory. 
 
Click “Next.” 

 

 
 



 
 

10. Resolve Dependencies – You may be prompted to install packages that are required but were not 
selected.  It is recommended to install these files. Click “Next”. 

 

 
 
11. Cygwin Setup – The next screen displays the progress of the download and installation of the 

selected packages.  This will take several minutes. 
 



 
 

12. Now, you will have the option to create a Cygwin icon on your desktop or add Cygwin to the 
Start Menu.  Click “Finish.” 

 

 
 

13. The installation is now complete. 
 

 
 
 


